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This format will be followed as long as the COVID-19
virus is interrupting the regular parish schedule of Mass,
Sacraments, and other functions.

Parish News
Message from Fr. Antony
Dear Friends,
“This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and
be glad.”
Humanity is at its low ebb. After over 100 days of
relentless effort we are still unable to contain the
coronavirus. Without the freedom to go on with
normal life, overcome by the anxiety of the
unknown, humanity mourns for itself. Humanity is
in the dark, like a seed that is buried beneath the soil,
waiting for the first showers. We are Easter People.
Lots of you miss your church and church family.
Sooner than latter we hope to join together to thank
and praise our Savior. Until than let us be one in
mind to pray for each other and grow in our spiritual
unity.
Again I thank all of you for your continued support
for the Church. You can continue to send your
envelopes to:
12 N Cantey Street
Summerton SC 29148
I am attaching my homily for this Sunday.
God bless you all
Fr. Antony Benjamine
ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION My Jesus,I
believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to
receive you in my soul. Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually
into my heart. I embrace You as if you were already
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me
to be separated from You. Amen.

Confirmation is scheduled for on June 1st, 2020 at
7:00 p.m. at St. Ann in Sumter. Please keep Angela
Valdez, Austin Broadway, and Haley Keyes in your
prayers as they prepare for their Confirmation.
First Communion Please keep Allison Rios, Nhuy
Pham, and Patrick Soffera in your prayers as they
prepare for their First Holy Communion.
Face Masks I’m hoping everyone is doing well during
this trying time. While we are asked to stay at home, I
know there are times when we have to get out:
groceries, doctors, pharmacies, etc. I am making fabric
masks and would be happy to make one for any
member of our parish who needs one. I will deliver.
There is no charge and any donations please give to our
parish. All you need to do is contact me by email, text,
or call with the number of masks you need for your
family, how many male or female masks (even
children), and most importantly an address and contact
number.
Please call or text Phoebe Smith @ 301 213-0810, call
home at 803 472-1083 or you can email at
Amnicola2@verizon.net
THANK YOU!! Thanks to the generosity of our
parishioners we were able to deposit $3,420 from
contributions received last week. This will allow us to
continue to keep up with our expenses.

Fr. Antony’s Homily for the Third Sunday in Easter time
A story adapted from Margaret Silf’s Wayfarer: Nicholas had worked for twenty-six years for the same company. Then he was made
redundant. By the time his day of departure arrived, most of his immediate colleagues had gone ahead of him into the streets of
uncertainty. The smell of redundancy is a bit like the smell of death. No one wants to get too close to it. Perhaps we are afraid that it
may be contagious. On his last working day, Nicholas was alone in the office. No one came near. Perhaps no one thought about it, and
if they did, they would not have known what to say. The hours ticked past, and Nicholas’ outer shell was feeling more and more fragile.
Half an hour later, Nicholas left the place where he had worked for half his life. He left by the back door. He left unnoticed and
unacknowledged. A Calvary experience! He might well have asked, ‘Where is God in this?’ If this question was in his mind, the next
day was going to provide an unexpected answer. The alarm went off as usual. The habits of a lifetime die hard. Nicholas showered and
shaved, and as the truth of his new situation hit him, he felt his legs crumpling up beneath him. It was then that he found himself
remembering that since he was eighteen he had never started a working day with nothing to do. The thought turned from ‘I am
redundant’ to ‘I am free’. It was a far from joyful turnaround, but it was just a tiny sliver of God getting through a hairline crack in the
despondency. He took himself to town to sign on at the Job Centre. After this further experience of humiliation, he happened to bump
into one of the homeless people he knew, who populate the town centre. The two greeted each other, and Nicholas invited Terence to
come to McDonald’s with him for breakfast.
And so the smart, newly redundant executive sat down with the unshaven, inebriated street beggar, over a Big Mac, openly enjoying
the discomfiture of the McDonald’s manager and the gradual shuffling away of the other customers to a more distant table. ‘What are
you doing here at this time of the day anyway?’ Terence asked him. ‘Shouldn’t you be at work?’ ‘No work,’ Nicholas replied. ‘Just up
from the Job Centre. Redundant.’
There was a pregnant pause. ‘Good God,’ retorted Terence, who could not remember the last time he has slept in a bed. ‘You’re worse
off than I am!’ Then he put his arm round Nicholas’ shoulder: ‘I’m so sorry mate,’ he said. Nicholas remembers that day, and often
smiles about it. The day Christ the Consoler met him in McDonald’s in guise of a street beggar, and how he recognized him in the
breaking of a burger bun and the pouring of a Coke.

The Structure of the Eucharistic Celebration
How many parts the Holy Mass have? The Roman rite of the Eucharistic celebration has four parts:
●

1. Introductory Rite: from the entrance hymn to the Opening Prayer (which is also called ‘The Collect’).

●

2. Liturgy of the Word: from the first reading to the bidding prayers.

●

3. Liturgy of the Eucharist: from the offertory procession till the Prayer after Communion.

●

4. Concluding Rite: the blessing, dismissal and the concluding hymn.

These four parts of the Eucharistic celebration are recognizable in the gospel passage of today which describes the encounter
between Jesus and the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. In a sense, Jesus is celebrating the Mass with them.
1. Introductory Rite – Lk 24:13-24
2. Liturgy of the Word – Lk 24:25-27
3. Liturgy of the Eucharist – Lk 24:28-31
4. Concluding Rite – Lk 24:31-35

Fr. Antony’s Homily: continued
In the first part, we see that the two disciples are running away from Jerusalem because they had lost hope in Jesus. They speak
about Jesus in the past tense, and their story shows a lot of confusion and discouragement. They had invested three or so good years
on Jesus, and apparently everything had come to naught. Jesus joins them in their situation of hopelessness and begins the
celebration of the Eucharist. He collects (listens to) their concerns as he walks with them. Jesus builds a close relationship with them
and establishes a context in which to share with them the Word of God.
In the second part – the Liturgy of the Word, Jesus begins to challenge the two men. He uses the Word of God to suggest some
deep meaning to the recent events in their lives, that they had not simply wasted their life with Jesus. “Then, starting with Moses and
going through all the prophets, he explained to them the passages throughout the scriptures that were about himself” (Lk 24:27). We
do not know what method did Jesus use in breaking the Word to them, but surely their hearts were burning within them as they
listened to him on the road.
Having established a relationship with the disciples, and having shared the Word of God, now it is time for the Liturgy of the
Eucharist. This is the third part of the Eucharistic celebration. Jesus pretends as if to travel on: he gives them an option to see if
they would want to go on beyond the Word-heard to the Word-made-flesh! The disciples invite him, “Stay with us, Lord/sir.” So Jesus
goes to stay with them. “Now while he was with them at table, he took the bread and said the blessing; then he broke it and handed it
to them” (Lk 24:30). These words sound very liturgical; and perhaps they come from the celebration of the Breaking of Bread in the
early Christian communities. “And their eyes were opened and they recognized him; but he had vanished from their sight” (Lk 24:3031).
After recognizing the Risen Lord, the disciples feel empowered. They now want to go back to Jerusalem to share their experience, and
to give hope to those who are still waiting to experience Jesus. This is the fourth part of the Eucharistic celebration: the dismissal
and mission. “Then they told their story of what had happened on the road and how they had recognized him at the breaking of bread”
(Lk 24:35).
The Meaning of the Eucharist in the Light of the Emmaus Encounter
What was happening to those two disciples as they walked through the different parts of the celebration with Jesus himself; and what
should be happening to us as we journey through the different parts of the mass?
Part 1 – Oh, what a life? Part 2 – Yes, life does have meaning. Part 3 – Aha, He is alive! Part 4 – I want to give hope to others!
●

1. In the beginning of the mass, may be, we come with our own problems and issues. Perhaps we are frustrated; we are
discouraged. We say, “Oh what a life!” We may be feeling like running away from our responsibilities; running away from our faith;
running away from our communities. The Introductory Rite of the mass welcomes us, makes us feel at home, invites us to
acknowledge our state and feel comforted by the Penitential Rite.

●

2. In the Liturgy of the Word, we listen to the Word of God. This part of the liturgy helps us find meaning to the events of our lives
in the light of the Word of God. The purpose of the Scripture readings or the homily is basically to find meaning to the events of our
present life, and to become aware that everything is under the watchful eye of God. At the end of it, we are able to say, “Yes,
everything does have a meaning!”

●

3. To deepen that meaning and to climax it in a God-experience we move on to the Liturgy of the Eucharist. The Liturgy of the
Eucharist gives us the possibility of experiencing God in Christ. We experience Him as risen. “He is alive!” He is with us! He has
not abandoned me. He gives me hope. This is the core of receiving communion. We get strengthened to continue our lives
meaningfully.

●

4. Finally, having experienced Christ we are now ready to go back to where we came from. May be nothing would have changed in
our environment, but since we are empowered by the Word and Sacrament, we want to bring hope to our situations. We are sent
as apostles – “Go in the peace of Christ!”

May this Eucharistic celebration, and indeed, every Eucharistic celebration, be an opportunity for us to experience the Risen Lord! May
this experience transform us, and thus empower us to transform the world around us.

Prayer List

4/19/2020

5 Weeks Remaining
Bill Buyck, Bill Walsh, Chuck Smith, Marilyn Cholowsky, Paul Cook, Donna Johnson.
4 Weeks Remaining
Gayle McKenney, Elizabeth Strickland, Cathy Masson, Helen Kronyak, Bob Guilfoyle, Kelly Konya, BJ
Livington, Melissa Cook, Billy Coffey, G.G.Cutter, Florencia Reyes, Leonarda Vera, Jaime Rivers.
3 Weeks Remaining
Donald Ard, LeRoy & Mary Lou Carter, Jim Latham, Brandy DelRio, Jack & Pat Schmit, Lois Neiferd, Jim
Walsh, Christina Eades, Lynn Barth, Savannah Elms, Claire Clark, Dee Harrison, Bucky Brailsford, Eleanor
Goodman, George Coffos, Kathy Bonett, Elaine Myers, Joe & Lena Cardella, Ray & Sue Barb.
2 Weeks Remaining
Carl Fredriksson, Teresa Bryant, Martin Brozik, Elisa Worthman, Ken &Judy McClelland, Mac Williams.
1 Week Remaining
Paul Cook, Phyllis Quelette, Jean Walsh, Judith Pepergias, Joe Medeiros.
0 Weeks Remaining
Barbara Allerdice, Tina Rhea, Tom & Jo Orr, Mary Katherine Buyck.

An Army of Angels
Take a look at the names on our Prayer List. Are these just names? These
are people; friends, loved ones, acquaintances, even people we do not
know. They are ill, in trouble, in need, some in despair and depressed. An
army of angels is available to them if only we can cease thoughts of
problems of our own long enough to think of them. We, with a fervent and
conscious prayer, can be members of that army. Think of it; when have you,
in your darkest moment, needed someone to ponder your welfare? to act in
your behalf without your knowledge? to seriously and profoundly ask Jesus
to take your hand and help you along your shuddery path? Enlistment in
this army is simple; a quiet moment as we drive to the store, sitting alone
after lunch, as we feel the weight of the day subside when we lay on our
pillow, a quiet supplication to God to grant those in need a light of hope,
maybe even a problem solution. Please, God, make us aware of the power
of your Spirit in our lives.

