THE BIBLE AND THE VIRGIN MARY
A JOURNEY IN SCRIPTURE

LESSON: 4 The New Eve
WHAT WE’LL COVER IN LESSON FOUR
Marian Apparition: Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal
Themes Covered
» Answer those who say Jesus insults Mary at Cana
» Connect the “woman” of Genesis, Revelation, and Cana
» Understand why the Church Fathers refer to Mary as the “New Eve”
» Discover who the true Bridegroom and Bride are at Cana
Scripture Verses Read by Dr. Scott Hahn In This Lesson
» Genesis 2:23
» Revelation 12:1–8
» Genesis 3:15
» John 2:11
» Hosea 2:20–21
» Amos 9:13–14
» Revelation 21:1

PREPARATION FOR THE NEXT LESSON
» Hail, Holy Queen, Chapter 2 (pp.36–45)
» Genesis 2:18–23
» Hosea 2:16–23
» Catechism of the Catholic Church 411

REVIEW OF THE PREVIOUS LESSON
A New Creation
The Cana story— found in John 2:1–11—marks the conclusion of a series of events that
began in John’s first chapter. John begins his Gospel with a kind of recapping of the creation
story found in the Bible’s first book. Moreover, just as Genesis begins by telling us about what happens on
each of the seven days of creation, John narrates an account of a new creation week. He does this with a
Genesis-like repetition of the words “the next day.” The point of this seven-day structure is to show us
that Jesus’ coming marks a new creation (See Jn 1:12, 29–34; 3:5). Importantly, on the seventh day of this
new creation Mary makes her appearance. This is fitting because the ancient Jewish rabbis believed
Adam met his bride Eve on the seventh day. It’s also important that in Genesis, the seventh day is the
pinnacle of creation, instituted as an everlasting token of God’s perpetual covenant with creation (Ex
31:16–17). John describes Jesus’ miracle as the beginning of his “signs.” The word used for “signs,” in
Greek, is the same as the word used for “token” in Exodus. That tells us that the seventh day in John’s
account is the new Sabbath. It is the sign of the new creation and the New Covenant. Moreover, Mary’s
presence tells us that she is part of the “sign.”
The New Adam
For John, as for the other writers of the New Testament, Christ is the New Adam. He is the second man
come to undo the damage done by the first. John also understood that if there was a New Adam, there
needed to be a New Eve. In his Gospel, he shows her to us. In the creation story, only the name of God is
spoken. The first man and the first woman are not identified by name, but simply as “the man” and “the
woman.” The same is true of the Cana story. Only Jesus is referred to by name. Mary never is. John refers to
her as “the mother of Jesus” and Jesus calls her “woman.” This is another indicator that John intends us to find
a deeper symbolic connection between what happens at Cana and the Genesis story.
Scolding Mary?
That deeper symbolism helps render understandable one of the more difficult passages in John: Jesus’
response to Mary when she informs Him about the shortage of wine. The words Jesus uses (literally “what to
me and you”) were a figure of speech common in the Greek and Hebrew of His day, which, among other
things, can show the consent of one party to another, which fits the context of the Cana story. There is no
evidence anywhere in John or the rest of the New Testament to suggest that Jesus felt any hostility towards
his mother. Jesus was without sin. Accordingly, He was faithful to the fourth commandment and obeyed his
mother and father (Heb 4:15; Lk 2:51). There also isn’t any evidence in the Cana episode that implies
separation or tension between Mary and Jesus. Four times in the story’s mere twelve verses, she is referred to
as “the mother of Jesus”—words which link her closely to her Son. Perhaps the best evidence for what Jesus
meant is found in Mary’s reaction to His words. She turns to the servants and says, “Do whatever he tells you.”
She doesn’t think his words are dismissive; she expects Him to respond to her implied request. And He does .

